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CHARO SADABA*

Digital Interactive Television:
New Audiences for an Old Medium?

During the last years interactive television industry has been fighting to
gaccepted by the audience. Despite the first unsuccesstul efforts (QUBE)
lade by Warner Cable Corporation in Columbus, Ohio, in the last 70’s
0 implement interactive services through television, the industry has
aimed the enormous potential it offers, and the market has answered
ith an also enormous indifference.
With the arrival of the internet and its popularization, interactive
evision seemed to be forgotten. But internet was a perfect tool to show
users how to interact easily with content, enjoy doing it, and wish to
cise this new power in the rest of media. It also made clear that
active television had to compite with a huge number of screens as
puters, PDAs or mobile phones. In fact, for some researchers,
active television could not be on television but on personal computers',
other devices as mobiles phones, or iPods.
e impact of the internet on the interactive television has been really
t. According to Stewart?, “three issues arise as companies are
edto the Internet and the web as a solution to interactive television™:
itrol is not on a few corporate hands but in a public domain, with
gconcurrence of the users; the web has a more defined design style,
ithe interactivity, while interactive television has not already found
d television and the PC confront a strong competition from “low
lerminals for interactive services .
lite of the of the internet, the arrival of Personal Video Recorders
oved that users are able to adopt those technologies that make
amore comfortable television experience: storage of favourite
,skip advertising, watch whatever they want when they want or

|de Navarra, Pamplona, Spain.
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